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--- Let us sing our call to study the Scripture. Let us begin by singing More Like the Master 

More like the Master I would ever be, 
More of His meekness, more humility; 

More zeal to labor, more courage to be true, 
More consecration for work He bids me do. 

Refrain 
Take Thou my heart, I would be Thine alone; 

Take Thou my heart, and make it all Thine own. 
Purge me from sin, O Lord, I now implore, 
Wash me and keep me Thine forevermore. 

Let us pray: 
O Holy God, 
Be with us and we study your Word today. Allow us to hear the story of Job and the 
pain of Job in our own stories. O God, may this lesson strengthen our faith. Amen. 
 
Our Purpose Statement: 
To explore how to live our God’s calls to show hospitality to strangers. 
 

Stranger Danger 
Many years ago, before the fall of the Berlin Wall, Dr. Bill Power had taken a group from his 
church on a tour of Germany. The schedule included a bus ride to Berlin which meant you had 
to travel by bus through East Germany to reach West Berlin. Most on the tour decided not to 
make this trip but to remain in West Germany for the day. There was one hold out who wanted 
to go so Dr. Power decided to accompany her. 
 

On the bus ride through East Germany, the woman looked increasingly uncomfortable. Dr. 
Power asked her why. She replied that she knew the other people on the bus (all German) did 
not like her. Curious, Dr. Power asked her why she felt that way. Her response was classic. 
“They are all speaking German. If they liked me, they would speak my language so I could 
understand.” 
 

Yes, we are uncomfortable when someone does not speak our language. We are 
uncomfortable when people dressed differently than we do. We take it as a criticism if 
someone does not share our religious beliefs. We think others are in the wrong if they have a 
diet that is strange to us. We are all creatures of habit and we southerners should understand 
that better than anyone. I am a creature of South Arkansas. I put salt on my watermelon and 
pepper on my cantaloupe. I do not wear white shoes from Labor Day to Easter. I say “please” 
and “thank you.” I say “y’all” and soft drinks are Cokes – not pop or soda. I prefer cornbread 
dressing. Those habits are not shared universally, even in the United States and I know, 
because I have visited all fifty states now. 
 

In 1986, my family moved to London, U.K. for a year so my husband could do a fellowship with 
the world’s leading pediatric heart surgeon. It was an eye opening experience on many fronts. 



First, the surgeon was a Czechoslovakian immigrant who had escaped his country before the 
Iron Curtain came down. He would not even fly over Czech airspace for fear the plane would 
have to make an emergency landing and he would be arrested. What was stunning for me was 
that he believed it was the fault of the USA. He had expected us to do something about it. It 
was the first time I had been confronted by someone from another country who strongly 
believed we should be the world’s police. 
 

The second thing that was shocking was the continued emphasis on World War II. This was 
before cable television so you had a choice of four channels. Every day, at least one of the 
channels had a major program on the war and the story was told from the European 
perspective, not the American perspective. It was rather surprising to hear how they 
experienced the war versus how we experienced the war. I met adults who were sent to the 
countryside when the bombs started dropping in London and they never saw their parents 
again. Their experience was so different from what I knew from my history classes or the 
experience we heard from our own stories. 
 

Even though I was the stranger in London, I always found it curious that people would stop me 
and ask directions. When I finally asked why, I discovered it was always people from Scotland 
who assumed that due to my features, I was Scottish as well.  
When was the last time you realized you were the stranger somewhere? How did it 
make you feel? 
 

Read Jeremiah 29:4-14 
 
What is a prophet? 
In the many cultures of the ancient Near East, you would find the typical prophet we think of 
today when we talk about prophecy – soothsayers or predictors of future events. In the middle 
decades of the eighth century BCE, a new kind of prophet arose. These prophets took on the 
conscience of the people, carrying indictments against both rulers and the general population. 
They were called nabi which means “entrusted with a message.” Under David and Solomon, 
the prophets Samuel and Nathan were active. After Solomon, when the kingdom split into the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Southern Kingdom of Judah, we learn about Elijah and 
Elisha. 
 

When Israel (the northern kingdom) was threatened with the rise of Assyria, Amos, Hosea, 
Micah, and First Isaiah were the noted prophets. (Most scholars divide Isaiah into two or three 
parts since it covers well over one lifetime.) At the end of Assyria, you had Joel, Nahum, and 
Zephaniah acting as prophets to give hope to God’s people. Then you had the rise of Babylon 
and the threat to Judah. The prophets giving voice then were Jeremiah, Habakkuk, and 
Obadiah. During the exile to Babylon, we have Deutero-Isaiah and Ezekiel. When Persia was 
in power, we hear from Trito-Isaiah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, and Jonah. 
 

Jeremiah is not an easy book to read because it is not well organized. It does, of all the 
prophetic books, give us a vivid sense of who the man Jeremiah was behind the words he 
spoke. It has been explained this way. Amos stood across the room, pointed at the people, 
and told them where they should be. Jeremiah stood with the people and spoke where they 
needed to go together. Jeremiah would be the much better example of a pastor than would 
Amos. Amos said “you.” Jeremiah said “we.” 
 



Jeremiah’s Message 
Judah had already watched its northern sister fall to the Assyrians but it did not change the 
way they operated. Jeremiah called them out for not doing what is right and what is just. What 
were the specifics? 

1. Rescue the oppressed from the oppressor. 
2. Do not exploit or mistreat the refugee, the orphan, and the widow. 
3. Do not spill the blood of the innocent. 

One of the big shocks I received in seminary was understanding the message of the prophets. 
Most of us have either assumed or have been taught that the prophets spoke out because the 
people had forgotten God. They had stopped attending worship or stopped bringing the tithe to 
the Temple. That wasn’t it at all. These were very religious people. They loved the Temple. 
They loved the rituals. They brought their tithe. Some worshiped other gods and that was an 
issue but the main issue was that they talked the talk but did not walk the walk. Let me give 
you an example. So a man needs money to buy food for his family. So a rich person loans him 
money and takes his coat as collateral. When the man cannot pay back the money, the lender 
keeps his coat and sells it and gives the money to the Temple as part of his tithe. The rich 
were getting richer and the poor were getting poorer.  
 

Jeremiah points to the widow, the orphan, and the foreigner because they are the most 
vulnerable people in our society. In many ways, they still are. At that time, there were no social 
safety nets. A widow could not own property so if her husband died, the property would go to 
the eldest son or the closest male relative. If that person refused to care for her, she had no 
means of support. Same with an orphan. There was no such thing as child welfare or child 
support. And foreigners? Our situation at the southern border has been exploited for political 
purposes and there are already people out there trying to fear monger folks about refugees 
from Afghanistan.  
 

Jeremiah’s message could not have been clearer – God would protect the people from the 
rising power of Babylon if the people would protect the vulnerable among themselves. 
Capitalism is a great system unless we have some way of stopping the exploitation of the 
vulnerable by the powerful. Judah fell to Babylon. In those days, when one nation fell to 
another, the conquering nation would deport all the leaders, scholars, priests, and their families 
to the foreign country where they would live in a ghetto and be acclimated into the economic 
system of the foreign power. Over three generations, the memory of the past, along with its 
religious practices and unique culture would be dissolved into the more powerful entity. That 
did not happen with the Hebrews. Do you know why? 
 

It Is About People 
Jeremiah encouraged the captives from Judah to prayer for the welfare of the city where they 
lived. They were encouraged to let go of their feelings of anger and revenge and the only way 
you can do that is to stay connected to God. They were to continue their faith practices while 
practicing the love of neighbor. They were to hold fast to their commandments but to work for 
the good of the community in which they lived. They had been unable to love God and 
neighbor in Judah so now they could learn to do that in Babylon. 
 

How to we respond to the stranger. In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, our church took in 
the stranger and welcomed them. Would we be willing to do the same if we discovered that a 
group of Afghan refugees would be coming to Camden. If we did help people that were not of 



our faith and not of our language, what kind of criticism do you think we might draw from the 
community? Our lesson invites us to re-imagine the stranger and offers us a way to think about 
them not as strangers, but as fellow human beings. This is a quote from the movie Sum of All 
Fears: 
“Our most basic common link is that we all inhabit this small planet, we all breathe the same 
air, we all cherish our children's futures, and we are all mortal.” 
 
Hope will not come with revenge and rebellion. Hope will come through faith and obedience. 
 

Prayer  
O Holy God, 
We are like your people of old – we love our church and its traditions. We hear your call 
to do more. Help us to love of neighbor even when we are warned to fear them first. 
Help us put our trust in you. Amen. 

 
Prayers for… 

    our schools and the refugees from Afghanistan 

  our church family… Joyce Mann, Mona Jeffus, Lamar Moore (BMC), Gloria Bounds, 

Sherry & Ron Randolph, Ellen Horsemen, Gary Grimes, Joe Hirsch, Ed Carle, Wanda 

Shambley, Elizabeth Taylor, Kalie Bradshaw, Dwain & Patsy Stevens, Dan Terry, Cooper 

Daughtery (September 9th), Elizabeth Rowlett (ACH) 

  hospice… Charlotte Turner, Marion Dorflinger 

extended family… Charles Edwards, Johnetta Green, Bill Loughborough, Mary Jane 

Speer, Rendi Currey, Dave Straub, Shafer Morissey,  Marcia Johnson, Craig Griffin, Renita 

Everhart, Jimmy Owens, Rhett Ferguson, Angela Piggott, Pat Foster, Kerry Murphree, Don 

Smith    

homebound or assisted living… Levis Alexander, Lou Ellis Heard,         Carl Turner, 

Marlene Rhomine, Sarah Shirey, Maurice Graves, Faye Brown,          Cledra & Gerald Keith, 

Juanice Barker, Danny Barnes, Bill Morrison,                 Lou Slaughter, Linda Wagnon   

military… Buck Lucas, Christian Lucas, Chris Hagameister,                          Chase 

Armstrong(USN, 12-21) 

 
Christian love and sympathy is extended to Lenae & Brock Gaston in the death of his 
grandmother, Jeanette Gaston. 
 

Christian love and sympathy is extended to Sue & James Lee Silliman in the death of her 
brother-in-law, James Sparks. 
 
Address for Elizabeth Taylor 
 % Encompass Health Rehab Hospital 
 515 West 12th Street 
 Texarkana, TX 75501 
  
 
 


